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Instructor: Mr. Tony Nassivera 
Office Hours: 7:15-7:45 AM



Pupil Help Period – 1A, 2A & 1B; 2:30-3:00 PM

Phone: 747-2121 (Voice Mail)
Course Description: United States history is the history of a great experiment in representative democracy.  The basic principles and core values expressed in the Declaration of Independence became the guiding ideas for our nation's civic culture. United States history since the Declaration of Independence has witnessed continued efforts to apply these principles and values to all people. Adoption of the United States Constitution codified these principles, but, as the history of our nation shows, that document and its amendments re p resented only the first step in achieving "liberty and justice for all.”
The course is divided into five units.  These five major units listed below are linked to lessons, assignments, and assessment reviews.

1. Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings 1492-1750
2. Constitutional Foundations 1750-1796
3. Early Republic 1796-1850
4. Civil War 1850-1865

5. Reconstruction 1865-1877
Texts: Several books will be used throughout the course but the following are assigned readings selected to develop a foundation of United States history knowledge.

1. Textbook – Zinn, Howard. The Peoples History of the United States. 
Materials: Each student is expected to arrive at class with the following materials.


Pencils


Pens (Blue/black Ink only)


2 inch Binder

Loose-leaf paper


Section Dividers with tabs
Book Cover


Folder w/ pockets and paper

Course Outline: A more specific outline of the course may be obtained at the following website. (www.nysed.gov) In particularly, students should review the main Themes and Concepts that will be emphasized throughout the curriculum.

Change




Citizenship


Civic Values

Constitutional Principles


Culture and Intellectual Life
Diversity

Economic Systems


Environment


Factors of Production

Foreign Policy



Government


Human Systems

Immigration and Migration

Individuals, Groups, Institutions
Interdependence

Physical Systems



Places and Regions

Reform Movements

Presidential Decisions and Actions

Science and Technology

Grading: Grades are averaged on a point system.  Each assignment is assigned a point value.  Writing assignments and major projects are weighted accordingly.  Other assessments that will receive a grade include tests, quizzes, journal entries, current events, etc.  Homework will be assigned on a daily basis.


Grading Percentages:

1. Homework = 25%

2. Essays = 25%

3. Tests/quizzes = 20%

4. Projects = 15%

5. Class Participation = 15%

Class Participation is essential to be successful. A daily mark of 2, 1, or 0 will be given.  A student with the necessary materials, takes notes, asks pertinent questions and /or volunteers for discussion, etc.  A non-participating or unprepared student will receive either a 1 or 0 based upon the degree of their attention.  A student absent illegally will receive a 0 for the day.  A student with a legal absence can make-up participation points through after school sessions or by extra-credit determined by the teacher.

The final grade will be 40% for each of the two marking periods, and 20% for the Final Exam.  

Review: Though it is not required for students to purchase a Review Book at this time there are several that will help students prepare for the Final.  Review classes are offered during the month of May and June before and after school in ½ hour sessions to assist the students in preparation for the Final Exam.  Other review sessions will be set-up upon arrangement with the teacher.

Absentee Work: Students who are legally absent may make up work.  They should obtain an “absentee-work” form from the teacher immediately upon return to school (even if you don’t have that class on that day!!!).

Course Outline Calendar:

	September:

Introduction

Geography

Colonial Era
	October:
American Revolution & Constitution
	November:

Early Republic
	December:

Antebellum South – Civil War
	January:

Reconstruction

Final Exam













I acknowledge that I have reviewed the syllabus for Mr. Nassivera’s United States History course.

Student Signature: ______________________                                   Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________             Date: ____________

*Please place this signed syllabus in your binder to be kept for the school year.
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