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Introduction:

“During World War II in Germany, submarine duty was considered a "glamour job." It was nearly every young man's dream to be granted the privilege of serving the Fatherland aboard one of the sleek, glorious U-boats. As is often the case, the grim truth proved to be radically different from the shining fiction.” (Three out of four German submariners failed to return.)

“Although this was made as a German film about a uniquely German experience during a painful episode in German history, Das Boot possesses an acute insight that allows it to be understood and enjoyed by viewers all around the world.” 

-James Berardinelli 

Task: Read Miller, 167-184. /Read: Terkel, Hans Gobeler, pp. 401-407; Erich Luth, pp. 432-433,.German survivors of WW II.
Construct a critical analysis of the film Das Boot from the historical perspective of what we have studied about the war at sea in the Atlantic. Throughout your paper, use references from Terkel and Miller to support your position.

· Describe the Battle of the Atlantic, as related by Miller. What were the objectives, from the German point of view, and how did they instill terror in the Atlantic from the outset? Develop your understanding of what the men in the film are trying to accomplish as it relates to what you have learned about the Battle for the Atlantic. 
· How and why did the Battle of the Atlantic begin to turn in the Allies favor? Give specific details. Why was the capture of the U-505 such a big deal?

· In what ways is the film a good representation of what the latter part of the battle may have looked like from the German perspective? Provide descriptions of pivotal scenes to support your position. 

· Is it ethically bothersome to find oneself sympathizing with the “enemy”, a German submarine crew, during the film? Has the film been “sanitized” of Nazi ideology for the sake of the box office return, or do you think it is an accurate portrayal of conditions for a U-boat crew during this time period? Provide examples from the film to support your position here. You can also conduct some internet research into the life of a German submariner during WW2 to support the position you take. (What makes your source credible?)
Your work should be no less than 4 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12.

Use Landmark Citation Machine, MLA style, as seen after each article for your works cited. 

(Create a citation for Miller and any other source you would like to incorporate in your paper.) 

Use parenthetical citations (like this) when incorporating specific information/ideas from other sources. See Landmark Citation Machine.

Submit your essay with the rating guide attached, indicating where you think your essay falls in each of the categories. Due Monday, Nov 14.
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Das Boot (1981)

	Content 1 (0-5)

	Content 2 (0-5)

	Content 3 (0-5)

	Content 4 (0-5)

	Technical1(0-3)

	Technical2 (0-3)

	Technical3 (0-3)

	Technical4 (0-3)

	Technical5 (0-3)

	Technical6 (0-3)

	TOTAL /78


 (Content Multiplier is 3.)
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  C1) Has the student placed the film in the proper historical context of the Battle of the Atlantic? Is it apparent that Miller has been consulted? Have descriptions of pivotal scenes been provided to support student’s position?

C2) Has the student incorporated and adequately evaluated primary source information (Terkel) or any other primary source material in describing this epic battle? Are details, names presented?

C3) Has the student address the issue of whether the film is an accurate portrayal of conditions for a U-boat crew during this time period? 

C4) Is the political aspect of the film overlooked, or adequately addressed? Has the film been “sanitized” of Nazi ideology for the sake of the box office return? Was the film popular in Germany when it was released (we know that “Enemy” was not)? Use the World Wide Web and primary source material to support your position.
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T1) Does introduction engage the reader in a dramatic fashion? 

T 2) Does conclusion reveal adequate student reflection on this film, topic, and learning activity?  

T 3) Have quotes been effectively incorporated into essay? Is it apparent that textbook/outside sources have been consulted? 

T 4) Is sentence structure varied and engaging, or is it choppy and repetitious? Are new thoughts developed in new paragraphs? Are student’s thoughts clear, and consistently conveyed through writing?  

T 5) Is grammar (punctuation, spelling, and capitalization) adequate, or do errors distract reader and detract from overall quality of the paper? 

T 6) Are works cited properly, with a proper bibliography at end? (Refer to handout)
