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****************************************************

Stalingrad, 1942-43. It was the bloodiest single battle in the known history of war, with more than one million perishing of wounds, disease, and the bitter cold of winter. Like Napoleon a century earlier, Hitler came to Stalingrad with the aim of breaking the spirit of Russia, and, also like the French little general, he was faced with catastrophic losses. The toll taken upon the German army at Stalingrad represented one of the turning points of World War II. Most history experts agree that had Hitler not persisted in trying to take the Soviet city in what turned into a personal contest with Stalin, the Third Reich might have triumphed on its western front.

The movie opens in September 1942. The Germans and Russians are engaged in a fierce battle for control of Stalingrad, and both sides acknowledge that, from a propaganda standpoint, the city is the key to whether the Soviet Union stands or falls. Into this conflict comes Vassily Zaitsev (Jude Law), a rural farm worker who has arrived in Stalingrad as a soldier. He quickly shows his mettle as a sharpshooter, and a local political officer, Danilov (Joseph Fiennes), works to develop his legend to mammoth proportions. As Danilov argues to Krushchev (Bob Hoskins), who has come to Stalingrad to oversee the city's defense, the Soviet Union needs heroes to boost morale, and he has decided to build Vassily into one. The Germans counter by bringing in their own renowned sniper, Major Koenig (Ed Harris). Soon, Vassily and Koenig are locked in a life-and-death struggle that is played out in the ruined streets of the city. Meanwhile, Vassily and Danilov have both fallen in love with Tania (Rachel Weisz), and their rivalry over the woman threatens their friendship.
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Task:

Construct a critical analysis of the film Enemy at the Gates from the historical perspective of what we have studied about the Battle of Russia and the Battle of Stalingrad. 

· In your essay, place your understanding of the epic proportions of the Battle of Stalingrad against the backdrop of the battle of Russia. Use Miller and the film guide “Why We Fight”-Battle of Russia” to write your background material. Also incorporate the oral histories recorded by Terkel to support the argument that Stalingrad was indeed pivotal to the war as a whole. 

· Is this film based on a true story? Conduct some internet or other resources and do some research. 
· Download and read the director’s comments. What was the director’s intention? Has he achieved his goal? If you were to criticize this film for historical accuracy, based on your study of the battle of Stalingrad, what score would you give it? Why? Do this in context with the director’s comments. Are there any scenes from the film to support your position. 

Your work should be double-spaced, Times New Roman 12... Due date TBA.

