Hudson Falls High School
World War II Living History Project

www.hfcsd.org/ww2
November, 2006 
It is time for you to begin thinking about the interview. Now that you have contact information, there are a couple ways that you can proceed. 
INITIAL CONTACT: There’s a good chance that the interviewee may not understand why you are calling, right away. Or they may wonder how their name came up. Some students may prefer to send a letter of inquiry first, the text of which is enclosed. (I am putting this document on our website so that you may download it and alter it as you se fit, if you so desire.) Either way, use this information to initiate the conversation. 

If you have them on the phone and they have agreed, some may begin telling you about their biographical information. Have that sheet handy to fill out, and have a pen and paper for any additional notes you may need to take. Before you get off the phone, let them know that you will be sending a release form in the mail. Be sure to enclose a self addressed stamped envelope as well, so you get it back.
This “Pre-Interview Worksheet” will have to be turned in later. From this initial discussion we will focus on questions that you may like to ask our interviewee. I can be a big help here if you are stuck.
More details on how to do the interview, next time.

November, 2006

Dear 

I am a student enrolled in Mr. Rozell’s World War II Living History course at Hudson Falls High School. In the course of our studies about that period in our nation’s history, I am required to conduct a videotaped interview with someone who lived during those times. 

My project will include brief biography, a historical research paper, the interview itself and a transcription of the interview. If the interview is with a veteran living in New York State, a copy of all interview materials will be deposited in the New York State Veteran Oral History Program archives at the New York State Military Museum and Veterans Research Center in Saratoga Springs, NY. A copy can also be made for your family.

From a list of potential interviewees that my teacher gave me, I selected you! If you are agreeable, please find a brief pre-interview survey to complete and return to me in the self-addressed, stamped envelope. Please note the release form on page five of the pre-interview survey, which will allow us to share your story with future classes.

I will be contacting you by telephone in the next few days to see if you will be able to help me by participating in our project. At that time, if you are agreeable, I would like to get some background information for my biography. We can also schedule a convenient time for a partner and I to come to your home, or for you to come to school.

Please complete the enclosed pre-interview survey form and return it in the self-addressed stamped envelope so that I may prepare additional questions for our interview. Thank you very much for participating in our project. You may also wish to visit our website.

I look forward to speaking with you in the near future!

Sincerely,

World War II: A Living History


Fall Semester, 2006

Instructor: Matthew Rozell



Hudson Falls Senior High School

hfcsd.org/ww2   marozell@hfcsd.org
“Good history requires a good story.”

Initial  phone conversation 

Initial phone conversation-

1. Tell the interviewee what your project is about. He/she will not be speaking to a group, just one or two people. Try to get the following information:

       Where and when your interviewee was born and lived
       Educational background and degrees
       Occupation(s)
               World War II era jobs or experiences. Get a feel for what the focus of your interview might be like. Ask the “golden question” to get a start if you want.
       Family information 

       Any interesting facts that might provide some insight into the nature of your interviewee.
2. Establish a time and a date for the interview to take place. 
3. You must secure a partner to work with for conducting the interview. The partner can help with taking a photograph and running the equipment. Under no circumstance should you go to a subject’s home unaccompanied.

4. If you decide to go to the interviewee’s home, you must supply your own camera or sign one out. Book it early band be familiar with its functions.  Your partner must also be available. I can loan a tripod and give you a blank tape if it is in the proper format.

5. Be sure to ask for a period snapshot or photograph of the interviewee. We are interested in other scannable artifacts, but do not get caught up going through a scrapbook page by page with the interviewee during the interview! If they bring scannable items to school, I can scan while you conduct the interview.

Pre-Interview Worksheet –To be turned in.


Name_____________

(You should complete this pre-interview form while you have the person on the phone.)


 
 

The person you intend to interview (Full name): ___________________________

 Have you contacted the interviewee and have they agreed to sign the release form? ________

Did you explain the purpose and use of this project? ________________________

 

Background of interviewee (occupation, age or year of birth, education, religion, national born citizen, country of origin, political and social memberships, places lived and when, married, children, experiences, etc).

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

From your initial conversation, what historical period or event(s) during the war will the interview will focus on ?

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

Why are you choosing this period of focus? What relationship does your interviewee have with it?

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

 Preliminary Questions for interviewee (list at least 5):

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 
Scheduled date, time and location of interview: _________________________________
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Hudson Falls, New York 12839

Telephone (518) 747-2121

Fax (518) 746-9033


