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Mr. Rozell

Critical Film Analysis/The Pianist

UK/France/Germany/Poland/Netherlands, 2002
U.S. Release Date: 12/27/02 (limited)
Running Length: 2:28
MPAA Classification: R (Violence, profanity)
Cast: Adrien Brody, Thomas Kretschmann
Director: Roman Polanski
Producers: Roman Polanski, Robert Benmussa, Alain Sarde
Screenplay: Ronald Harwood, based on the book by Wladyslaw Szpilman
 
“The Pianist takes a steady, unflinching look at the plight of Jews in Warsaw during the years when Poland was occupied by the Nazis. How is The Pianist different from an "average" Holocaust drama (if there can be said to be such a thing)? The film leaves us on the streets of Warsaw, where life and death was as uncertain a prospect as it was in the camps. {Director} Roman Polanski does not flinch from showing the naked horrors perpetrated by Nazis on Jews. 

The Pianist opens in 1939 Warsaw, shortly after Poland's defeat to Germany. The film's protagonist is celebrated Jewish pianist Wladyslaw Szpilman (Adrien Brody), who, along with his family, is forced to watch as the restrictions against Jews become increasingly more odious. Initially, Jews are forbidden from eating in certain establishments, walking in public parks, or sitting on public benches. Soon, they must wear distinguishing armbands, bow to Nazis passed in the streets, and walk in the gutters. Eventually, all Jews in Warsaw – approximately 500,000 –are moved into a ghetto, where whole families are crammed into single small rooms. After the Nazis begin implementing their "Final Solution," most of the Jews in Warsaw are shipped to the concentration camps to be exterminated. Only those capable of labor are allowed to remain behind. Wladyslaw is separated from his family at this point. He remains behind as part of a work force, while his family is herded into a cattle car. Eventually, with the help of the underground, Wladyslaw escapes into hiding, where he battles starvation, disease, and cold until the arrival of the Soviets.”
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******************************************************************************

Construct a critical analysis of the film The Pianist from the historical perspective of what we have studied about the German policy of ethnic cleansing and genocide and the Warsaw Uprising, by answering the following four questions:

1. Describe the Warsaw Uprising and the Nazi implementation of the Final Solution. Use the resources available at the United States Holocaust Museum to write your background material. 

2. Visit the following links:

http://www.ushmm.org –type “Final Solution” into its search engine. What was the Wannsee protocol?

3. http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/focus/uprising/- view the photographs. Describe at least one scene from the film that was taken from this series of photographs.

4.  Investigate the life of Wladyslaw Szpilman by checking on-line resources such as http://www.chasingthefrog.com/reelfaces/thepianist.php , http://www.szpilman.net/, or finding his book, Death of a City -The Pianist:  The Extraordinary True Story of One Man's Survival in Warsaw, 1939-1945. Describe his story and conclude whether the film was true to the actual events.

TASK: Form a study group to watch and discuss the film. (You must each get parental permission to watch the film. It is rated R for language and disturbing scenes of violence.) You must complete one of the following options and print a hard copy to give to Mr. Rozell. YOU MAY DISCUSS THE QUESTIONS WITH A FRIEND, BUT MUST TURN IN YOUR OWN RESPONSES!


It must be typed, with proper heading, and you must use Times New Roman 12. Failure to do the above, or your best work on the questions, will result in a low grade, even if you watched the film. You will earn extra credit if it is completed in proper essay style format.








