World War II Unit- Interview Project (Grade 10)

You are responsible to provide a 1-page biography that will serve as an introduction to your interviewee.  As best as possible, your biography should include:
 
       Where and when your interviewee was born and lived
       Educational background and degrees
       Occupation(s)
       Family information
       Additional information from their background that might have influenced the interview 
(i.e., religion etc.)
       Any interesting facts that might provide some insight into the nature of your interviewee.
 
Secure a photograph of your interviewee and/or include digital images of  any contemporary items of interest, i.e., period photographs, telegrams, a letter home, etc.
Interview Reminders
1. Have a plan of attack beginning with careful and logical organization of your fifteen questions with the toughest and most sensitive questions for last.
 
2. Ask open-ended questions. Establish where the interviewee was with respect to the historical period or event being examined. You may use some of the questions on the survey sheet.
 
3. Ask one question at a time. Be prepared to think on your feet developing follow-up questions to insure clarity (“can you explain further?”). Do not move too fast into another question and allow for the “silent question” which can lead to further response. When you get “yes” or “no” responses ask why or why not?
 
4. Give the interviewee enough time to think and finish her or his thought before moving on to the next question. When you get a “yes” or “no” response ask, why or why not?
 
5. Let the interviewee answer for herself or himself without leading to an answer you expect. Remember your research and perceptions might not parallel those of the interviewee and these differences will be noted in your historical analysis at the project's end. Remember that the purpose of the interview is to find out what that person thinks, not what you think.
 
6. Listen closely and ask good follow-up questions. In forming new questions remember that individuals reading your interview may not know what you mean by some terms or references to places and people you and your interviewee might know well. Get interviewee to explain.
 
7. Let the interviewee do most of the talking. Interrupt only when the interviewee appears to be going off tangent, in order to redirect the interview. This said, keep in mind tangents often lead to new opportunities.
 
8. Save controversial questions for the end of the interview, when the interviewee is more comfortable talking with you.
 
9. Make sure the release form is signed before leaving.
The World War II Living History Project-Veteran Survey

The World War Two Living History Project (WW2LHP) is an ongoing educational project based at Hudson Falls High School designed to capture and disseminate the personal histories of the World War II generation in the Greater Capital district area. Please visit our website by going to the HFCSD homepage www.hfcsd.org/ and clicking on the link 

or directly at www.hfcsd.org/ww2/
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You may print out this form and complete, or type in the responses and send electronically to:

marozell@hfcsd.org
Regular Mail Address:

Matthew Rozell, History Teacher

Hudson Falls Senior High School

80 E. LaBarge Street

Hudson Falls, NY 12839

747-2121
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Name______________________________


Date of Birth__________________

Today’s Date______________



Present Age_______

Branch of Service_____________________


Dates of Service_____________

Highest rank achieved___________________

Job/Position____________________

May we have permission to record and /or publish your story?   yes/no_____

(Please complete release form on page 5.)

Signed





date
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What were you trained to do?

What were some of the major campaigns you were involved with?

Was combat seen/were you ever wounded?
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· Looking back, do you see WWII as a defining moment in your life? If so, in what ways? 

· What were some of your memorable experiences in the war? Feel free to be as thorough as possible. See next page for sample questions our young people have been curious about in the past.
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Sample questions: (may attach separate sheet)

· Where were you and what went through your mind on Dec. 7th, 1941?

· What was going through your mind in combat? 

· What did you talk about with your buddies?

· Did your families know what you were doing? How did they deal with the war and your absence?

· Do you find it hard to watch documentaries on the war today?

· Where were you when the war ended? Can you describe how you felt?

· Do you recall your feelings when FDR died?

· What did you think about Truman’s decision to use atomic force against Japan?

· How do you feel toward the “enemy” today? How did you feel then?

· Did you see any of our commanders in the field?

· What was your motivation to keep going? Were there any times when you felt like giving up?

· Although it was wartime, do you have any fond, happy or pleasant recollections from this period? What are they?

· How close did you come to the enemy?

· How was the food?
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· Please describe for our young people why they should not regard the WW II era as “ancient history”, detached and irrelevant. Why do you think we need to learn all we can about this time so long ago, “before we were born’?

Thank you for completing this form to preserve the past for our nation’s future!
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The Hudson Falls High School 
World War II Living History Project Permission Release Form

The purpose of the Hudson Falls High School World War II Living History Project is to collect audio- and video-recorded oral histories of America's WW II veterans and selected related documentary materials such as photographs and manuscripts that may be deposited in the collections of the Hudson Falls High School World War II Living History Project, as well as the NYS Veteran’s Oral History Project. The deposited documentary materials will serve as a record of American veterans' and civilians’ wartime experiences and may be used for scholarly and educational purposes. 

The World War II Living History Project plans to retain the product of your participation as part of its collection and the materials may be used for exhibition, publication, presentation on the World Wide Web and successor technologies. 

Also, any tapes or transcripts, if deposited with the NYS Veterans’ Oral History Project, may be subject to the Freedom of Information Law, and therefore releasable to the public.

We are asking for your permission to use your interview and any documentary materials for the World War II Living History Project.  

In securing your permission, we ask that you release the Hudson Falls High School World War II Living History Project from any and all claims and demands arising out of or in connection with the use of such recordings, documents, and artifacts, including but not limited to, any claims for defamation, invasion of privacy, or right of publicity. 

Restrictions_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

ACCEPTED BY:

Signature__________________________________________Date____________

Printed name_______________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ZIP_ _ _ _ _ 

Telephone (        )   ________-_________ email address?______________________________________________

Thank you for helping us preserve the past for our nation’s future!

TASK: Secure permission from your teacher to conduct an interview with a WW2 veteran.


What must be handed in:


A videotaped interview of not less than ½ hour.


A one page biography/summary sheet that you complete to go with it., typed.


A completed survey form (at the end of this document) that you or the veteran completes, signing the release form on the last page.








Adapted from:


Library of Congress Veterans’ History Project     www.loc.gov/folklife/vets/release2.html








