Webcast: Theme-“World War II in the Air”

Guests: 

Earl Morrow, 82. Mr. Morrow was a pilot of a B-17 with the 457th Group, 8th Air Force, flying daylight raids out of England over Germany. After 17 missions, Mr. Morrow and crew were shot down on Nov. 4, 1944. Several of the crew members did not “clear the plane before she blew.” He was a POW, surviving a force march by the Germans in the dead of winter, until liberated by General Patton’s 3rd Army in April, 1945. Only recently was he awarded the Purple Heart by the U.S. Government. http://www.hfcsd.org/ww2/Interviews/EARL%20MORROW%2098/earl%20morrow%201998,%20part%202.htm
Clarence Dart, fighter pilot, Tuskegee Airmen, 332nd Fighter Group. Mr. Dart was one of 450 black fighter pilots who trained at the famed Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. This segregated unit flew escort missions out of Italy for the B-24 bombers making headway against the Germans; they have the distinct honor of never having lost a bomber to enemy fighters. Mr. Dart was shot down twice himself over Italy, but managed each time to get back over the lines.

“The tenacious bomber escort cover provided by the 332nd "Red Tail" fighters often discouraged enemy fighter pilots from attacking bombers escorted by the 332nd Fighter Group. The successful escort record resulted in frequent expressions of appreciation from the 15th Air Force bomber units and crews…

With segregation restrictions, opportunities for advancement and promotion were very limited and this affected morale.  Nevertheless, in 1949, a select group of black fighter pilots from the 332nd Fighter Group took first place in the U.S. Air Force annual National Fighter Gunnery Meet at Las Vegas Air Force Base, Nevada.  Myths of black airmen incompetence, lack of skill, etc., were long forgotten or disproved.  Many white units experienced frustration in needing qualified personnel but were unable to bring into their units the experienced black airmen because of segregation.  Some white air force units initiated plans to integrate their units in 1947. 

In 1948, President Harry Truman enacted Executive Order No. 9981 - directing equality of treatment and opportunity in all of the United States Armed Forces, which in time led to the end of racial segregation in the U.S. military forces.  This was also the first step toward racial integration in the United States. 

The experience, the record, and the behavior of black American airmen in World War II, and after, were important factors in the initiation of the historic social change to achieve racial equality in America.”

http://tuskegeeairmen.org/airmen/who.html
Seymour Segan, 80. Mr. Segan was a bombardier on a B-24 with the 485th Group of the 15th Air Force, flying out of Italy. He had completed 26 missions before being shot down over Romania on June 28th, 1944; seven of the crew members were killed. For the remainder of the war , he was a POW. On many of his missions he was escorted by the Tuskegee Airmen. 

